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Message to Congress Transmitting a Report on Science and

Engineering Indicators
February 14, 1992

To The Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 1863(j)(1), I am
submitting to the Congress a report of the
National Science Board entitled Science &
Engineering Indicators—I1991. This report
is the 10th in a continuing series examining
key aspects of the status of American
science and engineering.

The importance of scientific and engi-

neering research to the well-being of our
Nation is widely recognized. Science and
engineering play a vital role in maintaining
our Nation’s defense, improving its health,
and increasing its economic productivity.

GEORGE BusH

The White House,
February 14, 1992.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Antarctic Treaty Protocol on

Environmental Protection
February 14, 1992

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, the
Protocol on Environmental Protection to
the Antarctic Treaty, with Annexes, which
was done at Madrid October 4, 1991, and
an additional Annex, done at Bonn October
17, 1991. I also transmit for the information
of the Senate the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Protocol.

The Protocol designates Antarctica as a
natural reserve, devoted to peace and
science, and provides for an indefinite ban
on mineral resource activities there. It spe-
cifically prohibits all activities relating to
Antarctic mineral resources, except for sci-
entific research, with the proviso that this
prohibition cannot be amended by less than
unanimous agreement of the Antarctic Trea-
ty Consultative Parties for at least 50 years
after entry into force of the Protocol.

The Protocol requires Parties to protect
Antarctic fauna and flora and imposes strict
limitations on disposal of wastes in Antarc-
tica and discharge of pollutants into Ant-
arctic waters. It also requires application of
environmental impact assessment proce-
dures to activities undertaken in Antarctica,
including nongovernmental activities, for
which advance notice is required under the
Antarctic Treaty. Parties are further re-

244

quired to provide for response to environ-
mental emergencies, including the develop-
ment of joint contingency plans.

Detailed mandatory rules for environ-
mental protection pursuant to these require-
ments are incorporated in a system of an-
nexes, forming an integral part of the Proto-
col. Specific annexes on environmental im-
pact assessment, conservation of Antarctic
fauna and flora, waste disposal and waste
management, and the prevention of marine
pollution were adopted with the Protocol.
A fifth annex on area protection and man-
agement was adopted October 17, 1991, by
the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties at
the Sixteenth Antarctic Treaty Consultative
Meeting. Provision is also made for addi-
tional annexes to be developed following
entry into force of the Protocol. The Proto-
col establishes a Committee on Environ-
mental Protection to provide advice and
recommendations to the Antarctic Treaty
Consultative Meetings on the implementa-
tion of the Protocol.

The Protocol incorporates provisions to
ensure effective compliance with its re-
quirements, including compulsory and bind-
ing procedures for settlement of disputes
relating to mineral resource activities, envi-
ronmental impact assessment and emergen-
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